CURRENT
INVOLVEMENT
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Grady Nicholson — President
Cam Wilde — Vice-President
Ken Hensley — Treasurer
Laura Letterman — Secretary
Matt Willett
Rod Sims
Scott Long

A TRESTLE TALK (UPDATE!)
by Lynn Melton

N

MRTA folks know the good news,
but it is worth repeating. At the end
of December 2015, the National Parks
Service approved the listing of Bonnie’s
Trestle (Bridge A249) on the National
Register of Historic Sites. On National
Trails Day, June 4, 2016, NMRTA and
many supporters gathered at the trestle
to celebrate that honor. A lovely picture
of NMRTA President Grady Nicholson,
Bonnie Brooks, and New Mexico State
Senator Ron Griggs appeared in the July
issue of the Mountain Monthly.
In Spring 2016, we worked on extending
the chip board sluice under the trestle so
that storm water can be diverted from the
deep gully downslope of the trestle. By
the time you read this newsletter, it will
be completed. It is ugly and temporary,
but with it we get the time needed to
study the old water control structure and
document it as an example of historic
railroad construction.
With the storm water problem under
control (Hope, Hope, Hope), we can turn
to the trestle itself. On the advice of
continued on page 2

NEW MEXICO RAILS-TO-TRAILS ASSOCIATION

2016 ACTIVITIES

O

ur last newsletter came out December 2015.
We’re a bit later than we hoped with this
one, but wanted to make sure we had some great
information for this 100th newsletter release!

WORK DAYS

Since our December 2015 newsletter, we have
had six regular monthly workdays, and 9 miniworkdays. We averaged 11 volunteers on regular
workdays and 2 on our mini-days. Between all
workdays we contributed 284 hours. As usual, we
thank the Forest Service for furnishing tools and
equipment needed for our workdays.

L A LUZ CANYON ACTIVIT Y
• Two of our six monthly workdays were in this area
• Built an erosion control wall at the entrance to an
original wooden culvert:
• Used 13 railroad ties to stop major erosion of
the rail trail.
• Allowed safer passage for a previously
treacherous vehicle route
• Cleared the entrance area to several original
wooden culverts and added flashing to some to
protect the wood.
• Re-routed a maverick gully to direct the water
route back into the intended culvert.
• Several large rocks had to be moved…a major
effort.
• The rail trail had to be cleared of small rocks,
about a foot deep.
• Cleared a fallen tree, and cut away high grass from
an extensive section of the trail.
• Much work remains to be done in the La Luz
Canyon area (erosion control and culvert work).
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AUGUST 2016
(A Trestle Talk continued)

UPPER BRIDAL VEIL FALLS TRAIL

Steve McCloskey, we are improving the
safety cable mechanism that allows us to
work safely on top of the trestle. Next, we
will start rebuilding the rotted Bent #1
(vertical support structure nearest to the
cabin). This will involve moving heavy
timbers – surplus from the reconstruction
of the Mexican Canyon Trestle – from the
Cloudcroft municipal yard to the trestle
site, excavating the Bent #1 area, removal
and replacement of rotten timbers, and
replacing the dirt.

• Built facing on the output end of a steel culvert
installed last year by NMRTA

We are hopeful that the BNSF railroad
will donate enough stringers to enable us
to start replacing the damaged and fallen
stringers on top of the trestle. Stay tuned
for further reports on this endeavor!
We are in year two of what will probably
be a five year project. Cheer us on!

• Facing built with rocks and some railroad ties
• Some very large rocks had to be moved…very
difficult and work intensive
• We had a large crew show up – 15 folks – we
needed all of them!
• Did some other, less strenuous, trail maintenance
in the area, including adding sun protection to
some exposed wooden culverts.

RETAINING WALL – BROOKS’ CABIN
• Started a retaining wall on downhill side of the
cabin on the Bonnie Brooks property
• 32 railroad ties have been purchased for the
project-more will be required
• Very difficult working conditions working on a 45
degree slope with extremely poor footing.
• Working on holes for verticals supports very slow
(rocks and roots); sometimes 3 hours per hole.
• Some ties weigh 150 lb.
• We have used three workday to date with at least
two more to go.

EVENT RECAP FOR JAN-JUL 2016
We had several big events the first half of the year. On April 30th we once again participated in
Earth Day. We offered several popular activities, kids were standing in line to drive spikes and
make necklaces right up until closing. Judy Henry did a great job, along with Marianne Gould,
Helen Riegger, and Laura Letterman.
May 6th was our annual NMRTA meeting at the Lodge Pavillion. Dr. Lynn Melton presented
an interesting and informative talk on the struggle to get Bonnie’s Trestle listed on the National
Register of Historic Sites. Several awards were given out to those who help make the NMRTA
as successful as it. Dr. Brooks also presented NMRTA with the original certificate of registration,
naming Bonnie’s Trestle a historic site on the National Register of Historic Sites.
On June 4th we celebrated National Trails Day with the opening of the Brooks’ Property, which
allowed hikers a seldom seen view of the trestle. We had over 100 hikers through the area, along
with both State Senator Ron Griggs and Beth Humphrey, Sacramento District Ranger.

BROUGHTONS TO SUPPLY MUCH NEEDED TRAIL TOOLS
The Collin and Connie Broughton family of Alamogordo – a long time financial supporter of
NMRTA – is picking up the tab for new trail tools. Some of the tools are being provided at a
significant discount by Alamogordo’s Home Depot. The Forest Service normally furnishes tools for
NMRTA’s monthly work days. However, the majority of the current and near future trail work is on
private lands which the Forest Service is not allowed – by law – to support, even though future public
use is essentially assured by easements and similar arrangements.
The Broughtons will be providing the Pulaskis, McLeods, shovels, rock bars, wheelbarrows, and other
tools needed by the work crews. The NMRTA Board of Directors certainly want the Broughton family
and Home Depot to know that they very much appreciate this critical void being filled.
NEW MEXICO RAILS-TO-TRAILS ASSOCIATION
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2016 ANNUAL MEETING
Speaker, Dr. Lynn Melton
Our featured presentation by Dr. Melton – Good Luck, Storm Water, and History – was an interesting and
informative description of the effort to have Bonnie’s Trestle listed on the National Register of Historic Sites,
and the ongoing preservation task.
Dr. Melton almost single handedly generated the enormous volume of information resulting National Historical
Site recognition, and is currently leading the preservation task.
After Dr. Melton’s presentation, Dr. Bonnie Brooks, owner of the property where the trestle sits and whom the
trestle is named after, presented the original certificate of registration to NMRTA.
NMRTA is preparing to have the certificate displayed in the Sacramento Mountains Historical Museum.
Awards
The Marion Harkey Trail Blazer Award was given to Hannah Keller and Dennis Turnbull for their outstanding
trail-building support.
A Rusty Spike Award went to Lynn Skinner for her many years of NMRTA support – to include making sure
NMRTA mail always got to the right person!
A Trusty Spike Award was presented to Doug Holcomb for his many years of “always there, making sure the
workdays happened,” and for his years of being on the Board of Directors. Doug will continue his trail work support
even though he has retired from the board.
The Golden Spike Award (NMRTA’s highest) was given to Glen Fess. Glen has received several NMRTA awards
in the past – mostly for his guidance in our trail work – but is being recognized now for his ongoing efforts to
establish a contiguous trail from Cloudcroft to La Luz as part of the Cloud-Climbing Rail Trail, an NMRTA basic
goal. Glen, Doug Holcomb (a past Golden Spike recipient as well), and others are spending many hours trying to
identify a workable trail.
Business Meeting
Doug Holcomb, a board member and trail work champion, chose not to run for re-election, but will continue his
trail work activities.
Incumbents Matt Willett and Rod Sims were elected for a two year term.
Grady Nicholson, Ken Hensley, Laura Letterman and Scott Long remained on the board to fulfill their remaining
one year term.
The new board elected Cam Wilde as Vice President – a position he held when he was previously on the board. The
remaining offices will retain their responsibilities until next year’s election:
Grady Nicholson, President; Ken Hensley, Treasurer; and Laura Letterman, Secretary.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES
• Continue work and fundraising on Bonnie’s Trestle
• Finish the retaining wall at the Brook’s Cabin.
• A lot of fill behind the new wall will be required before the job is finished.
• Return to La Luz Canyon to continue efforts to throttle the enormous erosion situation that
threatens the existence of the rail-trail.
• A systematic search is ongoing to locate and place back into service the many original
culverts that Mother Nature has chosen to hide since the railroad discontinued service.
• Much earthwork, both by hand and by excavator, will be required.
• Because of an early wet period, we are expecting soon to be back working the tread on our usual
trails.
• And our major administrative task is to complete and submit to the Forest Service an extensive
list requesting approval to…
• Build a series of new trails, when connected to existing trails, will form one contiguous trail
system from Cloudcroft to La Luz…a long standing goal of NMRTA.
• Work the three sections of FS property in the mouth of La Luz Canyon so they can be part of
the trail system.
• Permit and rework gating to allow equestrian and bicycle (non-motorized) use of certain
existing trails.
• Build a trail from the Harris Hallow gate North to the Bridal Veil Falls Trail to allow easy
access to the falls

MORE MEMBERSHIPS ARE NEEDED!
The only way we can continue our work is with YOUR help!
If you have not started or renewed your membership, please take the time to mail
the form on the last page of this newsletter along with your check to:
NMRTA, P.O, Box 44, Cloudcroft NM 88317
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WE APPRECIATE OUR
CONTRIBUTORS & BENEFACTORS!

NMRTA Work days are most often held on the third
Saturday of each month from 9:00am until 12:00 noon.
You do not need to be a member to attend the work
days. Volunteers of all skill levels are welcome and
there’s always something to do for everyone. Just bring
your drinking water, work gloves, sturdy boots and sun
protection. All tools will be provided.

Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce
Alamogordo Daily News
Blue Canyon Realty Cloudcroft
Burro Street Boarding House Cloudcroft
Cam will Design Alamogordo
Cloudcroft Chamber of Commerce
Cloudcroft Gallery Cloudcroft
Gluth Law Las Cruces
Heikell Communications, LLC High Rolls
High Altitude Cloudcroft
Investment Co of the Southwest Albuquerque
Lincoln National Forest Cloudcroft
The Lodge Resort & Spa Cloudcroft
Mountain Monthly Cloudcroft
Native Plant Society of New Mexico Alamogordo
Outdoor Adventures Alamogordo
Robert M. Doughty II Law Office Alamogordo
Sacramento Mtns Historical Society Cloudcroft
Scotty LPG Cloudcroft
The Tool Store, Inc Alamogordo
Village of Cloudcroft

To receive notifications of our upcoming workdays by
e-mail, please send a message to nmrailtrails@gmail.
com with the word “WORKDAYS” in the subject line.

NMRTA Annual Memberships
NMRTA is a 501(c)(3) Organization

Business/Organization
Family
Individual
Student

Tom & Barbara Springer · Judy E. Henry
Marianne Gould · Revis Jean Clarke
Sherry Lawrence · Jerry & Judy Johnson
Larry November · Rick & Roberta Himebrook
Collin & Connie Broughton
Dr. Bonnie Brooks & Lewis Peeples

$20
$15
$10
$5
$
$
$

Membership
Donation
TOTAL

MEMBERSHIP FORM
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Phone:

(Home)

ZIP:

(Work)

E-mail address:

(Cell)

Please let us know if & how you would be willing to support NMRTA in addition to coming out on our
trail-building workdays. We do everything we can with volunteers; so let us know about your talents and
we’ll call on you when the need arises. Thanks!
Lead guided hikes
Fund raising

Give educational talks

Plan events

Write articles

Membership drive

Historian

Graphic design
Grant writing

Other

Remit to: New Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association, PO Box 44, Cloudcroft, NM 88316-0044

P.O. Box 44
Cloudcroft, NM 88317

