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A Trestle TALK
by Lynn Melton

What a year at Bonnie’s Trestle! We 
made good progress on the three 

goals for 2015. In April and May, we cleared 
trees and undergrowth from the area around 
the trestle in order to get good photos for our 
application to have Bonnie’s Trestle listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places, and 
we were rewarded for our efforts when  — 
in October — the New Mexico Cultural 
Properties Review Committee recommended 
to the National Park Service that it be 
so listed. In June and July, we worked on 
temporary water control structures — 
including a temporary plywood sluice under 
the trestle — to prevent damage from the fast 
and furious runoff from thunderstorm rains. 
In October and November, we worked to 
remove the planks from the top of the trestle 
in order to assess the extent of rotting of the 
stringers (the horizontal beams parallel to 
the rails) that had taken place in the seventy 
years since the A&SM railroad went out of 
business. Many thanks to many volunteers, 
including  Bill Boverie, Mark Guzman, Steve 
McCloskey, Grady Nicholson, Rod Sims, 
Guy Miller, and Doug Holcomb.

In the coming year we will be working 
on finding grant money to pay for the 
replacement of the stringers and the 
bulkheads, replacing one of the caps 
(horizontal beams at right angles to the rails 
that support the stringers), replacing 

continued on page 2

2015 ACTIVITIES

Our last newsletter was released in June 2015. 
We’ve certainly been busy over the last 6 months. 

We thought it’d be great to get Issue #99 out to you 
prior to 2016 (can you believe it!?) This issue covers 
June through December 2015.

Work Days
Since our June 2015 newsletter, we have had five 
regular monthly work days, 18 extra work days 
and four field trips. We averaged 12 volunteers for 
our monthly work days. Our extra work day teams 
ranged from 2 to 5 folks. We contributed 363 
manhours of labor. The extra work day teams worked 
situation where special skill needs, limited working 
space, safety, etc did not lend itself to a normal 
monthly workday crew. As usual, we thank the Forest 
Service for furnishing tools and equipment needed 
for our work days.

Switchback Trail
• Worked the entire trail — from Harkey Bridge to 

Bailey Canyon.

• Primarily used weed eaters to clear the tread and 
loppers on the side bushes.

• Cleared a dead tree that had fallen across the trail.

• Did some erosion control in a few places.

• Performed some trimming of the side bushes — 
more is needed.



Bonnie Brooks’ property
• We used a couple of work days on necessary work 

directly around the cabin.

• Built a slash “fence” on the Mexican Trestle side of the 
property to discourage trespassers.

• Rebuilt a stone wall that had been damaged by some 
aformentioned trespassers.

• Cleared an area below the cabin to prepare for 
rebuilding a retaining wall.

• Repaired and reinforced steps on the downhill side of 
the cabin.

• Cleared several tress using the wonderful help 
provided by Holloman AFB’s BIG GIVE program.

• Bonnie provided refreshments!

La Luz Canyon
• Resumed trail recovery work started earlier this 

year at the mouth of La Luz Canyon, on the Clarke 
property.

• A wet spring and summer, with apparent heavy 
runoffs, created a lot of damage challenges.

• Excessive high grass and weed growth were cut to 
recover the trail tread.

• Several erosion control water bars and flow 
containment dikes were repaired and reinforced.

• The entrance to a couple of the existing wooden 
culverts were cleared, but will require more work in 
the future.

• The entire section of Clarke property is subject to 
high water runoff and subsequent erosion because it 
drains a large area of steep terrain.

• Only a few of the several original culverts are 
serviceable.  The others are buried or no longer exist.

• NMRTA is expecting technical advice from the 
Forest Service to determine the service challenge to 
the existing culverts.
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(A Trestle Talk continued) part of the historic 
water control structure and extending the 
temporary water control structure so that 
erosion in the thirteen foot deep gully eighty 
feet down slope from the trestle is lessened.  
If we get money to pay for replacement 
timbers, then that job will be added to the 
list.

From the beginning, I have seen the 
stabilization and partial restoration of 
Bonnie’s Trestle as a three to five year job.   
We had very good first year, and we look 
forward to good progress in 2016.

TRouble At the Harris 
Hollow Gate
by Grady Nicholson

Sometimes the users of the Forest aren’t 
very good citizens.

The Harris Hollow Gate provides a 
convenient shortcut access to Bridal Veil Falls, 
but cuts through private property not open to 
the general public. For years, kids have used 
the area above the falls as a popular place 
to party — gaining access by removing the 
gate from it’s hinges and cutting the chains 
and locks. Additionally, hikers frequently 
crawl over the gate simply because it’s is a 
shortcut to the falls. NMRTA built special 
gate mounts to prevent damage to the gate. 
However, this summer, some took the entire 
gate! It was probably not the partying kids as 
there were no signs of a party when the gate 
was discovered missing.

NMRTA replaced the gate and added high 
quality steel chains and locks on both ends 
of the gate. Again, the gate was removed. 
This time, since the chains couldn’t be cut, 
the gate was lifted from its hinges, laid flat on 
the tread and driven over! Again, no signs of 
a party.

NMRTA replaced the gate a second time, 
but this time placed bollards (large diameter, 
removeable steel pipes mounted in the 
ground and secured with high quality steel 
locks) in front of the gate.

So far, so good...
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BONNIE’s TRESTLE MOVES FORWARD FOR
NATIONAL HISTORICAL RECOGNITION!

The State of New Mexico has just approved Bonnie’s Trestle as a Historical Site, and has sent forward 
a recommendation that the site be approved at the national level! It recently became obvious to many 

that this 115+ year-old structure would need a substantial recovery effort if it is to survive much longer.

In recent years, Dr. Bonnie Brookshas has deeded her property which includes the trestle, to NMRTA (Dr. 
Brooks still retains a Life Estate interest), so NMRTA formed a committee that included Bonnie, and asked 
Dr. Lynn Melton, a NMRTA member and Texan that spends most of his time in Cloudcroft, to head the 
committee — he jumped in with both feet. (See Lynn’s short article, A Trestle Talk, on pages 1-2)

It was soon realized that the complete recovery effort would require substantial funding, and the best way 
to qualify for that funding would be to have the trestle recognized as a historical site. Lynn assumed the 
added and enormous historical recognition workload along with the stabilization effort.  His hard work and 
skillful guidance is now paying off! Historical status has been granted by the state, and recognition at the 
national level is expected momentarily. The stabilization progress during 2015 has been challenging, but 
extremely satisfying.

Bonnie’s Trestle (Trestle A249 in railroad-speak) — at 46 feet long — sits about halfway between the well-
known Mexican Canyon Trestle and the collapsed “S” Trestle. When restored, it will provide an up-close 
viewing experience thanks to the recently built footbridge running alongside the trestle — an opportunity 
not provided by either of its two neighbors.

This past year, NMRTA volunteers were involved in two monthly workdays and 18 extra workdays, all 
under the direction of Lynn Melton. Erosion under the trestle was an obvious concern. “Gully plugs” were 
built upstream from the trestle to slow the rush of water from heavy rains — which indeed happened this 
past year — and a temporary sluice was built under the trestle to slow the heavy erosion eating away the 
earth dangerously close to the supporting structure of the trestle.

To remove the 40+, very heavy, driveway boards on top of the trestle, platforms were designed and built, 
a safety cable installed, and extra support added to the trestle structure so people could work on top of 
the trestle with confidence.  Of the 375 or so 14-inch nails holding the boards, only a few could be pulled 
by hand, some required some work, more required a lot of work, and two dozen or so are still in place —
humanly impossible to remove!  But finally we got the planks off!

The trestle has been put away for the winter, ready to open in the spring to examine the now exposed 
structural members, attack the extreme erosion problem below the trestle and pursue funding opportunities.

Currently, day-to-day expenses are nominal, and all work has been done by volunteers. This will change 
as work moves forward. Professional services will be needed when the work exceeds the capabilities of our 
volunteers, and special orders for replacement timbers are anticipated. These expenses could approach 
$20,000 over the life of the project. All costs will be borne by donations.

The New Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association is a 501(c)(3) Corporation and can accept charitable 
donations to assist in the preservation of Bonnie’s Trestle. A tax acceptable acknowledgement will be 
provided for each donation.  If you would like to donate, please send to:

NMRTA, P.O, Box 44, Cloudcroft NM 88317



december 2015

4NEW MEXICO RAILS-TO-TRAILS ASSOCIATION

UPCOMING EVENTS

EARTH DAY — April 30, 2016
• Judy Henry will run this event on our behalf yet again.

• Judy is one of the original four people that founded NMRTA in 1994.

• She’s already lining up her past helper to work throughout the day — including Laura Letterman, NMRTA 
Secretary — but will be asking for more volunteers as the event draws closer.

• We’re not 100% sure what Judy has planned for the event, but she’s indicated that she’s leaning toward 
necklace and keychain making which has been very popular with the kids. And, she may also include the 
fantastic railroad spike driving event!

Annual Meeting — May 4, 2016
Our Annual Meeting has been set for May 4th and is open to all NMRTA members and, of course, the 
general public. And, thanks again to the generosity of the Cloudcroft Lodge, we will hold the meeting in the 
Pavillion Building as we have for the past several years.

NATIONAL Trails DAY — June 4, 2016
& RECOGNITION OF BONNIE’S TRESTLE AS A HISTORICAL SITE!

• We are getting a GRAND CELEBRATION planned  with several organizations and dignitaries 
present, and lots of activities and refreshments!

• This will be the first of four weekends that Bonnie’s property will be open to the public, offering a different 
trail to the Mexican Canyon Trestle through a pristine forest setting. The trail will be open on the weekend 
of June 2nd, July 9th, August 6th and September 10th.

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE!

IT’S Time to renew your membership for 2016
If you have not renewed your member ship for 2016 yet, please take the time to mail the 
form on the last page of this newsletter along with your check to:

NMRTA, P.O, Box 44, Cloudcroft NM 88317
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We appreciate our
CONTRIBUTORS & BENEFACTORS!
Alamogordo Chamber of Commerce
Alamogordo Daily News
Blue Canyon Realty Cloudcroft
Burro Street Boarding House Cloudcroft
Cam will Design Alamogordo
Cloudcroft Chamber of Commerce
Cloudcroft Gallery Cloudcroft
Gluth Law Las Cruces
Heikell Communications, LLC High Rolls
High Altitude Cloudcroft
Investment Co of the Southwest Albuquerque
Lincoln National Forest Cloudcroft
The Lodge Resort & Spa Cloudcroft
Mountain Monthly Cloudcroft
Native Plant Society of New Mexico Alamogordo
Outdoor Adventures Alamogordo
Robert M. Doughty II Law Office Alamogordo
Sacramento Mtns Historical Society Cloudcroft
Scotty LPG Cloudcroft
The Tool Store, Inc Alamogordo
Village of Cloudcroft

Tom & Barbara Springer  ·  Judy E. Henry
Marianne Gould  ·  Revis Jean Clarke  
Sherry Lawrence  ·  Jerry & Judy Johnson
Rick & Roberta Himebrook
Collin & Connie Broughton
Dr. Bonnie Brooks & Lewis Peeples

NMRTA Work days are most often held on the third 
Saturday of each month from 9:00am until 12:00 noon. 
You do not need to be a member to attend the work 
days. Volunteers of all skill levels are welcome and 
there’s always something to do for everyone. Just bring 
your drinking water, work gloves, sturdy boots and sun 
protection. All tools will be provided.

To receive notifications of our upcoming workdays by 
e-mail, please send a message to nmrailtrails@gmail.com 
with the word “WORKDAYS” in the subject line.

NMRTA Annual Memberships
NMRTA is a 501(c)(3) Organization
Business/Organization
Family
Individual
Student

$20
$15
$10

$5

Membership
Donation
TOTAL

$
$
$

Name:

Address:

City: State: ZIP:
Phone:

E-mail address:
Please let us know if & how you would be willing to support NMRTA in addition to coming out on our 
trail-building workdays. We do everything we can with volunteers; so let us know about your talents and 
we’ll call on you when the need arises. Thanks!

Remit to: New Mexico Rails-to-Trails Association, PO Box 44, Cloudcroft, NM 88316-0044

Lead guided hikes Give educational talks Write articles Graphic design

Fund raising Plan events Membership drive Historian Grant writing Other

(Home) (Work) (Cell)

Membership Form

P.O. Box 44
Cloudcroft, NM 88317




